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Je sus is in the pro cess of pray ing for us yes ter day, to day and to mor row that
we fail  not, but rather suc ceed in know ing Him, not nec es sar ily the things
we ac com plish, but the things in our heart that we would know God. Un der -

stand ing this we will de part from the nor mal pro ce dure to day.

Geneva Cat e chism
This is what is found in the Geneva Cat e chism. A cat e chism is a foun da -

tion for the ques tions of faith in each group, whether they be Geneva from John
Cal vin or Westminister, An gli can Church, etc. 

The first ques tion was, “What is the chief end to hu man life?” The an -
swer: “to know God by Whom men were cre ated.” Pretty good an swer. The
West min ster short and long cat e chism asks, “What is the chief end of man?”
The an swer: “the chief end is to glo rify God and to en joy Him for ever,” kind of
the same ques tion. 

How do we en joy God, any way? By do ing the same things ev ery day? Or
do you ex pect God to do some thing dif fer ent ev ery day of your life? I got up this 
morn ing and said, “Good morn ing, honey!” Cheryl says, “Well I don’t know. I
have n’t made that de ter mi na tion yet or not.” I re sponded, “Wrong an swer. Ev -
ery day God makes is new. And, ev ery day God makes is full of sur prises and ad -
ven ture. We just have to find it.” Those who are seek ing God will find it and
en joy Him! Do you be lieve you can do that? In New York? In prison? Ac cord -
ing to Corrie Ten Boom’s tes ti mony about her Nazi prison camp ex pe ri ence,
any where you find your self you can en joy God.

Let’s turn to the gos pel of Mat thew we are study ing now. The cen tral
theme is that TRUE re li gion is not about the tra di tions of men but it is about a re -
la tion ship with our God. It re it er ates the same theme and the first ques tions of all 
those cat e chisms; we need to en joy a real God and not one who is made up ar ti fi -
cially in any way. So, when I was an al ter boy in the Episcopal Church, the Fa -
ther would put on his vest ments. The vest ments were a spir i tual garb, cloth ing
that he would wear. He would wear a dif fer ent one for ev ery sea son of the
Church. Dur ing Christ mas and Easter there would be a red robe. Dur ing Ad vent
and Lent there would be a pur ple for pen ance and prep a ra tion. Green for or di -
nary days. Et cet era. 

When you put on these gar ments you thought you would some how make
your self spir i tual and communicate to your self and to the world that you are dif -
fer ent, out wardly. How ever, that is not what Mat thew is talk ing about. It is n’t
what you say or do out wardly. It is what’s go ing on in the in ward man that
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makes the dif fer ence. It is the same with God. If we are just look ing at cre ation
and glo ri fy ing cre ation, we’ve missed it. We are just look ing at God’s vest -
ments, His cre ation. But He wants us to see His heart, His in tent, and His pur -
pose. That’s what the gos pel of Mat thew is about and that is what true re li gion is
about.

Let’s re view at the end of chap ter six teen where Pe ter makes the rev e la -
tion that Je sus is the Christ. Up un til this point ev ery thing was good to ev ery -
body lis ten ing. But at this juncture Je sus came to the re al iza tion that He was
go ing to the cross and He be gan pre dict ing it as some thing His men were not go -
ing to like. Pe ter put his arm around Je sus and told Him it was n’t go ing to hap -
pen. “You have a very suc cess ful min is try here. We won’t let any thing hap pen to
You.” (If you re mem ber later on Pe ter tried to in ter fere with that very thing.) But 
now Je sus turned and said, “Get be hind Me, Sa tan. You are an of fense to me!
You are not mind ful of the things of God but the things of men.” 

This was a part of the temp ta tion of Christ. Re mem ber in the Gar den of
Geth sema ne, Je sus said, “Take this cup from Me if it is pos si ble. If there is any
other way, Fa ther, make it hap pen.” And, of course there was no other way as
we talked about it in com mu nion to day, but for the sac ri fice of THE Lamb of
God on the cross. Je sus knew that but the temp ta tion came from Sa tan right here
from His own dis ci ple and He said to Him self, “This can not be from God.”
Turn ing He ad dressed Sa tan, not Pe ter, “That’s a temp ta tion that I’m not go ing
to lis ten to.” Then He said to Pe ter, “You are not mind ful of the things of God but 
the things of men.”

Mat thew 16 24 Then Je sus said to His dis ci ples, “If any one de sires to
come af ter Me, let him deny him self, and take up his cross, and fol low Me.

There are go ing to be times when you will have to give up what you want
for the good of what God wants for  you and for His life in you. That all has to be
couched, to tally im mersed in the will of the Holy Spirit.

25 For who ever de sires to save his life will lose it, but who ever loses his
life for My sake will find it.

For ev ery body in the world is try ing to find their life, try ing to find suc -
cess, the per fect ca reer, the per fect job. How can I make a dif fer ence in this
world? Con gress is full of peo ple who want to make a dif fer ence in this world.
But the only way we Christians are go ing to make a dif fer ence in this world, in
the eter nal sense, is by giv ing our heart and our selves over to the Lord Je sus
Christ and in the Holy Spirit, and in the Holy Spirit alone, can we find the will,
the pur pose and the in tent of God.

I en joy that. It is a joy in my heart when I re spond to that. I know that it re -
ally does n’t mat ter if I make a mis take. If my heart and my in tent is cor rect, God
will work to gether for good all those things that are be fore me and that I have
done. Amen. This is a cause for great joy in my life to KNOW the in tent of
God’s heart. What a won der ful thing.
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The Trans fig u ra tion of Christ
Chap ter 17

The transfiguration of Christ is found when He was walk ing on the earth
as a nat u ral man and then trans fig ured into some thing much dif fer ent, a spir i tual 
per son, to tally and com pletely dif fer ent.

Mat thew 17 1 Now af ter six days Je sus took Pe ter, James, and John his
brother, led them up on a high moun tain by them selves; 2 and He was
trans fig ured be fore them. His face shone like the sun, . . .

So He was dif fer ent. He was no lon ger like a hu man be ing. 
2 He was trans fig ured be fore them. His face shone like the sun, and His
clothes be came as white as the light. 3 And be hold, Mo ses and Eli jah ap -
peared to them, talk ing with Him. 

Well this is cool. Here is Je sus and He be comes this “ghostly” kind of
super-crea ture be fore them. And then He is talk ing to peo ple whom they rec og -
nize as Mo ses and Eli jah! ! How did they know that? There were no pho to -
graphs. There was some thing in their per sona that they rec og nized or per haps
Je sus ad dressed them as such. Rather than ask them a par tic u lar ques tion, Pe ter
said

4  “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if You wish, let us make here three ta -
ber na cles: one for You, one for Mo ses, and one for Eli jah.”

Is n’t that just like us?! When ever we have a great ex pe ri ence in God,
when God blesses us and we see things, we say, “That’s it! This is the place I
want to stay for ever!” A Moun tain Top ex pe ri ence. 

5 While he was still speak ing, be hold, a bright cloud over shad owed them;
. . .

They’ve al ready seen Je sus trans fig ured, Mo ses and Eli jah, now bright
cloud!

. . . and sud denly a voice came out of the cloud, say ing, “This is My be -
loved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear Him!” 

At that point Pe ter did n’t sug gest build ing an other ta ber na cle. In fact:
6 And when the dis ci ples heard it, they fell on their faces and were greatly
afraid. 

So when you are con fronted with the pres ence of the Fa ther in Heaven in
this way and mag ni tude, your re sponse of mak ing a ta ber na cle, mak ing a
Church, let’s-set-a-tent-here be comes in stead, fall ing down as if dead! Afraid.
When the voice of God speaks in this way it is a pow er ful voice that con sumes
all of our un righ teous ness. It con sumes ev ery thing in its path. There are no dog -
mas that can ex ist be fore the voice of God Him self. None, and that is a fear ful
thing for the nat u ral man to see. It is even a fear ful thing for that which is spir i -
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tual in me to see. When I see that kind of power with out restraint, my first re ac -
tion is to back away a lit tle bit! When you get too close to the sun, what
hap pens? Just a few de grees and we are cooked to a crisp.

But the or bit the earth makes is just right. It is a nice thing to have the sun -
light come through the win dow this morn ing. We like God on our own terms.
But some times He likes to break out of our own terms. He likes to break out of
who we think He is and co mes forth in a voice so real that when we wor ship Him 
we say His pres ence over whelms us. What does that mean? Over whelm. It
means we can not han dle it emo tion ally, in tel lec tu ally, or phys i cally! We fall
down “slain in the Spirit.” 

7 But Je sus came and touched them and said, “Arise, and do not be
afraid.” 8 When they had lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Je sus
only.

He touched them. The touch of our Lord Je sus Christ is the only thing that 
can heal us from the fear of the power of the Al mighty. Did they see a ta ber na -
cle? Did they still see Je sus as a super-hero? No. They saw only One, Je sus only. 
Those words pen e trate to my heart, to my spirit. Af ter it is all over, they saw
only Je sus. 

There is a sect in the Church that call them selves “Only Je sus.” They be -
lieve the Fa ther is ex pressed in Je sus. The Holy Spirit is ex pressed in Je sus. The
only thing you have to know is Je sus. There is truth in that. Ab so lutely. But I
know for sure when I’m fellowshipping with the Lord on a daily ba sis. He is the
one that touches me by the Holy Spirit. However when there is a voice from the
Fa ther in Heaven, I can dis cern the dif fer ence. I don’t know how. I can not tell
you the mys tery of how you can do the same. But I know when the Fa ther is talk -
ing. 

9 Now as they came down from the moun tain, Je sus com manded them,
say ing, “Tell the vi sion to no one un til the Son of Man is risen from the
dead.”

So now, His dis ci ples to day can tell ev ery body about this. He is Je sus. He
is the ex act rep re sen ta tion of the Fa ther! The Fa ther did n’t want to be alone, the
all pow er ful be ing. He wanted to be able to touch you with that heal ing qual ity
that He had while He was on the earth; He wanted to be able to touch us in our
spirit, that we would be changed to not just have a re li gion but we would have a
re la tion ship with God.

So when we preach the gos pel, we should preach it in just that way. Peo -
ple could say, “Yeah, you’re a re li gious type per son. You are re ly ing upon the
crutch of re li gion in your life.” But you say, “No. I’m not. I just have a per sonal
re la tion ship with Je sus. Thank you.” You see I don’t have vest ments on to day. I
don’t do cer tain things to make me spir i tual when I at tend Church. When I’m
with you dur ing the week in home group, I don’t do any thing different to pre -
pare my self spe cial for when I’m teach ing the word on Sun days.
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I do something spe cial ev ery day and that’s pray and wor ship my Lord Je -
sus Christ. He is n’t an arch-an gel. He is Very God of Very God. And I en joy
Him. I en joy His pres ence. I can en joy the pres ence of an gels but they’re noth -
ing com pared to my Lord Je sus. I re ally like my guard ian an gel by the way.
How ever, I like Je sus a lot more! Amen.

Now get this, the dis ci ples are com ing down af ter this re ally un be liev able 
ex pe ri ence and what is the first thing they do? What I would do would be so
much dif fer ent from what they do. I re mem ber a story of Carl Sagen, the most
re nowned phys i cist in the world, say ing once, “Al most never does any one ask
me about plan e tary phys ics. Al most never does any one ask about  the ‘black
holes’. ” Is n’t that weird? If I were with him I’d ask him to ex plain more clearly
his un der stand ing of “black holes”! With Je sus com ing down from the Mount of 
Trans fig u ra tion I would have asked Him about, “What did it feel like? What
were you do ing? What was the con ver sa tion you had with Mo ses and Eli jah?” 

I had my own ideas about what that con ver sa tion might have been as He
was just talk ing go ing to Je ru sa lem and suf fer on the cross. Mo ses and Eli jah
were prob a bly there to en cour age Him, don’t you think!

Well the dis ci ples say:

10 “Why then do the scribes say that Eli jah must come first?” (Who
cares!) 

11 Je sus an swered and said to them, “In deed, Eli jah is com ing first and
will re store all things. 12 But I say to you that Eli jah has come al ready,
and they did not know him but did to him what ever they wished. Like wise
the Son of Man is also about to suf fer at their hands.” 13 Then the dis ci -
ples un der stood that He spoke to them of John the Bap tist.

Well so much for the dis ci ples un der stand ing. I pray that I would be able
to dis cern and un der stand the in tent and pur pose of God’s heart. And I do. Al -
most ev ery morn ing when I pray I get the idea and the un der stand ing from the
Fa ther that it is about lov ing-kind ness. That is the first word that usu ally co mes
to my mind, grace, mercy, lov ing-kind ness. THAT IS HIS INTENT. Out of that
in tent co mes the pur poses of my life and I un der stand His will more clearly.

A Boy Who is Healed
—Un der stand ing True Faith—

Un der stand ing true faith is of ten mis un der stood.

Mat thew 17 14 And when they had come to the mul ti tude, a man came to
Him, kneel ing down to Him and say ing, 15 “Lord, have mercy on my son,
for he is an ep i lep tic (a phys i cal dis ease) and suf fers se verely; for he of ten 
falls into the fire and of ten into the wa ter. 
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It is interesting to note that fire and wa ter were two of the el e ments of the
an cient world. It may have no mean ing but this dis ease was caus ing this boy
harm.

16 So I brought him to Your dis ci ples, but they could not cure him.”

So they were look ing for a cure. Is n’t that in ter est ing. They want a so lu -
tion. So you go to a doc tor for a head ache and he gives you an as pi rin. That is the 
cure. You take the cure and you no lon ger feel the head ache. The rea son for the
head ache may not be cured, but the ache is gone. Ev ery body wants to have a
cure. That is a nat u ral thing to de sire, but Je sus wants you to un der stand that it
is n’t just about a nat u ral an swer to things. Ev ery thing, ev ery thing in your life is -
n’t about a nat u ral so lu tion but about a so lu tion in the Holy Spirit, a so lu tion that 
co mes from the throne of grace. His dis ci ples prayed for this child and he was
not helped at all. They were try ing their best but listen to Je sus’ almost mock ing
an swer!

17 “O faith less and per verse gen er a tion, how long shall I be with you?
How long shall I bear with you? . . .

Where did this come from?! It speaks of the frus tra tion that He had be -
cause He knows, the Lord Je sus Him self knows how pow er ful the Holy Spirit
is! He knows the power of His Fa ther and the power of God is able to not just
cure but to change things from a nat u ral way to a spir i tual way. 

. . . “Bring him here to Me.” 18 And Je sus re buked the demon, and it came
out of him; and the child was cured from that very hour.

What did Je sus do? He did n’t just pray for this child, for this ep i lepsy, this 
nat u ral oc cur rence. But He re buked the demon and it came out of him and the
child was cured from that hour. He re buked the demon. How of ten we come to
the Lord with our prob lems whether it is in our body with phys i cal dis ease or the 
cir cum stances we find our selves in, and we ask the Lord for a so lu tion. In the
nat u ral He may give it to us but the real so lu tion is to come against the spirit of
the en emy in the thing first hand. That is what Je sus did then and al most al ways
does when He is found con front ing the en emy in the world. Our life is not just a
phys i cal life. Our life is a spir i tual one; you are spir i tual crea tures. When you die 
that is all that is go ing to be left un til the res ur rec tion. You are spir i tual. 

Well again, there would prob a bly be other ques tions that I would have
liked to ask the Lord about this but the dis ci ples asked:  

19 Then the dis ci ples came to Je sus pri vately and said, “Why could we not
cast it out?”
20 So Je sus said to them, “Be cause of your un be lief; for as sur edly, I say to 
you, if you have faith as a mus tard seed, . . .

Je sus is n’t say ing they needed more faith. You only need a LITTLE faith! 
When you have that seed you can speak to a moun tain, a big-moun tain prob lem
. . . 
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. . . you will say to this moun tain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will
move; and noth ing will be im pos si ble for you. 21 How ever, (This is a Big
how ever.) 21 How ever, this kind does not go out ex cept by prayer and
fast ing.”

So we find the legalists in the Church say ing, “I know I have the Holy
Spirit but now I’ve got to pray and fast. And that prayer has got to be a ‘spir i -
tual’ prayer and that fast,  a ‘spir i tual’ fast.” Well, we are sup posed to be pray -
ing and fast ing all the time, in what ever op por tu nity you have. But, what is
prayer and fast ing? Talk ing with God, find ing the in tent of God’s heart. The re -
sult of the prayer and fast ing is n’t that you are more spir i tual. The re sult of that
prayer and fast ing is see ing you find the in tent of God’s heart. And, when you
pray for some one with that kind of power and un der stand ing, guess what? It will 
hap pen! That’s the kind of thing you have to have, not faith in faith but faith in
know ing God. Not faith in faith but faith in know ing the in tent of God’s heart.
When you truly know that faith, it can move moun tains. 

Je sus Predicts His Death and Res ur rec tion
be fore Pen te cost

Je sus does n’t just pre dict His death. Get this point. He also pre dicts His
res ur rec tion. He never re ally goes and say, “You know I am go ing to have to go
and die on the cross.” It is al ways, “I am go ing to have to die on the cross AND I 
will be res ur rected.” He first told the Phar i sees that there was go ing to be the
sign of Jo nah. “I am go ing to be gone for three days, dead in the belly of a fish.”
Jesus was dead, dead. He went down to the very gates of Hell. There He freed
the Old Tes ta ment saints. There He made a show of the en emy’s power. He said,
“You have no power over Me.” 

We find He was not only talk ing about His death and res ur rec tion but He
was also talk ing about His be trayal. Talk about a pro phetic sense! 

22 Now while they were stay ing in Gal i lee, Je sus said to them, “The Son of 
Man is about to be be trayed into the hands of men, 23 and they will kill
Him, and the third day He will be raised up.”

He also knew it was go ing to be three days. Now the re sponse of these
dis ci ples is still in the nat u ral realm.

And they were ex ceed ingly sor row ful.

They did n’t want this to hap pen. Would you? You ex pe ri ence the phys i -
cal Je sus ev ery day where He can phys i cally touch you. Would you want that to
go away? But in John’s gos pel we find Je sus say ing, “If you re ally knew what
was go ing to hap pen, you would be happy that I am go ing away”(John 14:28).
Be cause He knew as He looked out at the mul ti tudes that no mat ter how many
peo ple He healed He could n’t heal them all be cause there was only one of Him!
But as He went to the right hand of the Fa ther and sends the Holy Spirit, He is
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go ing to be in ev ery one of us! To lay hands on the sick for heal ing. To bring
forth God’s in tent and pur pose on the earth. That is the King dom of God. Amen.

And yet they were sad be cause they did n’t get or un der stand this last part.

Pe ter and His Mas ter Pay Their Taxes
by God’s Pro vi sion

I hate pay ing taxes es pe cially at this time of the year (March). I don’t
even when work ing with Turbo-Tax. You have to have the 1099 this and the
1099 that, etc., all the things that bu reau cracy seeks to crush down on my soul. I
say, “I just want to be freeeeee of this cra zi ness!” In ter est ingly when I go to the
store and they have a sales tax it does n’t bother me in the least. 

There was a day af ter the Stamp Act was re pealed (1766), and the Sons of
Lib erty made their show ing in Boston Har bor, taxes were not too pop u lar with
any one. There was no in come tax; there were no 1099’s. In fact, there was n’t a
Na tional Bank nor a Na tional Cur rency. Cur rency was pub lished by the lo cal
banks. If I had a ten dol lar bill, it was pub lished by the bank of New York. 

Well the econ omy is just what ever God uses to bless. It is n’t there for a
curse. The econ omy of God is there for a bless ing. So, when I go to my Turbo
Tax or how ever you want to pay your taxes, I have to re mind my self that God’s
pro vi sion will be there. 

24 When they had come to Capernaum, those who re ceived the tem ple tax
came to Pe ter and said, “Does your Teacher not pay the tem ple tax?”

The tem ple tax?! I did n’t know there was such a thing as the tem ple tax. I
un der stood there was tithe and I knew Caesar had a tax, but now we have a tem -
ple tax?! Ex cuse me! And, how come the peo ple who took this tax pick Pe ter?
Why did n’t they go to Ju das? He was in charge of the money. But they went to
Pe ter with a neg a tive ap proach, “Does your Teacher not pay the tem ple tax?”
And Pe ter re sponds, “Yes.”

What is the in tent of what these peo ple are say ing? Not necessarily the
ac tual words but what was their in tent? Again to catch Je sus at some thing else.
Well, Pe ter came into the house where Je sus was. Je sus is never sur prised,
anticipating the is sue, He taunts His dis ci ple again.

25 “What do you think, Si mon? From whom do the kings of the earth take
cus toms or taxes, from their sons or from strang ers?”

Well in our so ci ety, they tax ev ery body. How ever in their so ci ety and
most so ci et ies in the world, kings don’t tax their sons. They tax ev ery one else
but their sons re ceive the tax. 

26 Pe ter said to Him, “From strang ers.” (Who are the sons?) Je sus said to 
him, “Then the sons are free.
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What are they free from? The sons are free from tax. There we go. I don’t
have to buy Turbo Tax this year. I don’t have to pay dou ble tax this year. In a real 
sense we don’t, how ever here’s the rea son ing of the Lord. 

 27 Nev er the less, lest we of fend them, . . .

Je sus here seems pretty weak. What is it about taxes? The world thinks
we should pay. Je sus says we’d better not of fend them.

 . . . go to the sea, cast in a hook, and take the fish that co mes up first. And
when you have opened its mouth, you will find a piece of money; take that
and give it to them for Me and you.”

Well, to me this is the most ri dic u lous scrip ture I have ever read, ex cept
when we re al ize there is a hid den mean ing be hind it. That is, the pro vi sion of
God was in the fish for these fish er men. And in the same way, in whatever
means you are found, God pro vides for your life, He will pro vide for your tem -
ple tax. He will no mat ter what the mo ti va tion might be. In the King dom of God, 
tax is triv ial be cause tax is all about the tra di tions of men.

But in the King dom of God there is a sense that we are free from all of
that. There fore we pay our taxes but we are free from the bur den of them be cause 
the Lord pro vides. I am free from the bur den of tax be cause the Lord will pro -
vide. 

Sum ma riz ing What We’ve Learned
1) So I learned from Mat thew 17 to know the will and in tent of the Fa ther, 

to know that Je sus is go ing to die on the cross. That is the will and in tent of the
Fa ther so He could bring the King dom of God through the Holy Spirit into my
heart and your heart to day. As we pray for our kids, it is n’t some cer e mony we
are do ing. We are fully, ac tively, re ally pray ing for them and re ally ex pect ing re -
sults. Our de vo tion to Je sus is based on a real re la tion to Christ not the tra di tion
of re li gions. 

2) I learned from this chap ter that we need to dis cern the heart of God, the
power of the Holy Spirit. 

3) When Je sus was trans fig ured on the moun tain it is n’t enough for us to
have a re li gious ex pe ri ence. We are re spon si ble to dis cern who Je sus is re ally,
not some super-hero but be yond that. Very God of Very God, the One who is not
un reach able but One whom we en joy, spend time with. The One to whom we
pray not just be cause we need to pray but pray be cause we like to talk to Him. 

4) We deny our selves and take up the cross. We un der stand that our life is
no lon ger just a phys i cal life in this world, but it is a spir i tual one. When we pray
for those who are sick, we don’t pray against a phys i cal dis ease but we pray
against the spir i tual con text of where that dis ease is com ing from which is from
the gate of Hell. 
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Don’t tell me that God cre ated can cer. Don’t tell me that God cre ated
heart dis ease. Don’t tell me any of those types of things. I don’t be lieve it. Je sus
says there is go ing to be a time when all of that pain and suf fer ing will go away
and He will wipe away very tear. What co mes from the throne of grace is grace
and lov ing-kind ness, not evil in tent. 

5) God will pro vide in su per nat u ral ways.

Prayer Sum ma tion
If you be lieve this, I want you to stand up this morn ing. I want you to

com mit your heart to the Holy Spirit in you to lead you and guide you in ev ery
way pos si ble against the schemes and pur poses of the en emy, WITH the pur -
poses and in tent of God’s heart which is grace and mercy. When you find those
who are con trite, even in the world, those who are fall ing down and they see for
the first time that they need Je sus, you will be able to bring them there. 

Let’s pray: So, Fa ther, we ask You in the name of the Lord Je sus, to go
be fore us, that we would no longer see just in the nat u ral realm., but we
would see in the spir i tual realm, we would see the power you have given
to us and the tal ents You have given to us in the Holy Spirit. You have
given to us the voice of proph ecy. You have given to us the voice of
prayer. Yo have given us a voice of teach ing and in struc tion. You have
given to us a heart of un der stand ing of the Ap os tolic min is try of the
Church. You are the One who has given us the heart of the Good Shep -
herd.

Lord God, we reach out to those in our home group, those in our com mu -
nity with that same heart. Lord, break the iron gates that the en emy has
put around the hearts of those who are in the world, whether it be the gov -
er nor of the state or any one. Break down those gates! Break them in the
power of the blood of Christ. We put that blood on the len til. 

We ask You, Lord God, to open up the minds of the Jew ish peo ple, that
they would be able to see how won der ful You are to bring grace upon this 
earth! In Your un der stand ing, even be fore You were cru ci fied, was the
un der stand ing of the Fa ther’s heart, that You would bring that un der -
stand ing of grace and mercy to us to day in such power in the love of
Christ.

I ask You, Lord God, to bring that JOY into our life again. Even in the
midst of Win ter, we would see the joy of Spring. That is be cause we know
the flow ers will bloom again. We know the leaves will sprout out be cause
we are al ready here. We are the ones upon the earth that You have
caused to bloom. We ask You to use us, each one, in the way You would
have us, the way You cre ated us. I pray in Je sus’s name. Amen.

32


